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SUBJECT :RENEWED RWANDAN MILITARY REQUEST 

1 . RWANDAN AMBASSADOR UBALIJORO DISCUSSED WITH RWANDAN 
DESK OFFICER POSSIBILITY OF RENEWING RWANDA'S MILITARY 
REQUEST. HE NOTED THAT ALL OF THE RATIONALE WHICH MADE THE 
REQUEST VALID LAST YEAR REMAINS VALID AND THAT CIRCUMSTANCES 
HAVE PROVIDED ADDITIONAL REASONS TO SUPPORT THE REQUEST. 

2. THE AMBASSADOR ACKNOWLEDGED THAT ZAIRIAN STABILITY IS 
VERY IMPORTANT TO RWANDA AND THAT CONVERSELY RWANDA IS 
THE MOST STABLE REGIME ON ZAIRE'S VULNERABLE EASTERN 
FLANK. (COMMENT: THE AMBASSADOR IS CORRECT. TANZANIA 
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AND ZAIRE'S RELATIONS ARE POOR AND TANZANIA ACQUIESCES 
TO, IF NOT SUPPORTS, THE PRP, WHICH IS AIMED AT MOBUTU'S 
OVERTHROW. BURUNDI SIMILARLY DEALS WITH DISSIDENT GROUPS 
AND PERMITS THE USE OF ITS COUNTRY AND AIRPORTS FOR THEIR 
TRAVEL TO EUROPE. UGANDA IS CLEARLY UNSTABLE AND UNRE- 
LIABLE.) THE AMBASSADOR ALSO NOTED THAT ALTHOUGH IT IS 
NOT GEOGRAPHICALLY CONTIGUOUS, THE MAINTENANCE OF PUBLIC 
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ORDER IN THE SHABA WAS VERY IMPORTANT TO RWANDA AS MANY 

RWANDANS ARE HIGHLY-SKILLED LABORERS WORKING IN THE SHABAN 
MINES (COMMENT: EARLY REPORTS INDICATED THAT 50 RWANDANS 
WERE AMONG THE EXPATRIATE GROUP IN KOLWEZI). THE 
AMBASSADOR EXPRESSED HIS VIEW THAT IF PROPERLY TRAINED 
AND EQUIPPED, WHICH WOULD BE THE GOAL OF THE RWANDAN 
MILITARY REQUEST OF THE U.S., THE RWANDAN ARMY COULD, 

IF REQUIRED, PROVIDE STABILIZING PRESENCE IN EASTERN 
KIVU. RWANDANS SPEAK LOCAL LANGUAGE AND ARE WELL-MOTI- 
VATED AND DISCIPLINED SOLDIERS. THE AMBASSADOR BELIEVED 
THAT THESE ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATIONS STRENGTHEN RWANDAN 
REQUEST FOR MODEST MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM THE USG. 

3. DESK OFFICER NOTED THAT QUESTION OF U.S. SECURITY 
POLICY IN AFRICA HAD BEEN FORCED TO THE FOREFRONT BY 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE HORN AND IN ZAIRE. IN LIGHT 
OF THE CHANGED CIRCUMSTANCES THE DEPARTMENT IS AGAIN 
REVIEWING SECURITY POLICY AND THAT WHILE NO MODIFICATIONS 
COULD BE PREDICTED, THE AMBASSADOR'S THOUGHTS ON THE 
RWANDAN PREDICAMENT WERE GERMANE AND WOULD BE INCLUDED 
IN OUR DELIBERATIONS. VANCE 
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